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$a Leslau, Wolf $b 1968 $c Amharic Textbook $g Berkeley: U.C, Press 

$a Klingenheben, August $b 1966 $c Deutsch-Amharischer Sprachfuehrer $g Wiesbaden* Otto 
Harrassowitz 

$a Sumner, Claude $b 1957 $c Etude experimental de l'Amharique moderne $g Addis-Ababa; The 
University College Press 

$a LABIALIZED CONSONANTS $A Three types of labialization are found in Amharics (1) 
labialization of velars, and the uvular and /h/, which may occur before any unrounded vowel as 
well as word finally, and is treated here as a phonemic feature; (2) labialization of almost 
any consonant followed by the vowel /a/, treated here as a sequence of consonant plus /w/ plus 
/a/; (3) slight labialization of any consonant before the vowel /o/, which is optional, and 
treated as diphthongal variation of /o/, comparable to similar variation in /eA [ JHC3 

$a LONG COHSOHAKTS $A "All the consonants, except /glottal stop/ and /h/, can occur either in 
geminated or non-geminated form. Gemination is phonemic in Amharic,.., [and] may be 
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morphological or lexical. By morphological we mean certain nominal or verbal forms for which 
one of ihe phonemes can be predicted as occurring in a geminated form-... Gemination may also 
result from the assimilation of one consonant in contact with another. 11 (p. 4-5) "Gemination 
never occurs initially in Amharic. It occurs in medial and final position." (p. 5) Labialized 
consonants are always short since they occur only in word initial position* where long 
consonants do not occur. tMR] 

045 $a STRESS $A Stress varies considerably! according to Klingenheben, but often falls on the 

penult* or antepenult. 

045 §a SYLLABLE $A ( C)t w)VtO(C) $A Klingenheben allows for Initial clusters — perhaps he means In 

loan words. EJHC3 

045 01 $A Klingenheben identifies /p/ and /p-ejective/ as loans. Leslau does not, but his glossary 
confirms that they are. 

045 03 $A "Amharic /l/ is of the 'light 1 type...; the tip of the tongue touches the alveolar ridge and 
the middle of the tongue is closer to the roof of the mouth than it is for English t 13 (p. 2) 

045 ot| $A For /r-flap/ "the tip of the tongue strikes the gum ridge behind the upper teeth." (p. 2) 

045 05 $A Both Klingenheben and Sumner (p. 66) indicate considerable variation in the quality of 
/schwa/, 

045 32 $A "When,.. two vowels meet... a /glottal stop/ may appear" between them, (p. 7) 

045 34 $A "No Amharic word ends in this vowel C/i-bar/3," (p. 7) "A secondary ti-bar) known as 

•prothetic 1 U-barl appears initially before /r-flap/." (p. 7) Transitional li-barl also occurs 
between the second and third consonant of a cluster of three consonants which arises 
morphophonemi ca 1 ly . ( p. 7 ) 

045 35 $A "No word in Amharic begins with initial Ischwal except Tthe word for] 'then, so then, 1 The 
vowel [schwa3 does not occur after the glottal /h/, except in a few occurrences." (p. 6) 

045 60 $A Sumner (p.66) and Klingenheben indicate tbeta) as free variant of /b/; the latter says after 
a vowel. Not mentioned by Leslau. 

045 &1 $A Sumner indicates only the affricate pronunciation I t/s-ejecti vel , Leslau only the fricative 
ts-ejectivel ♦ Klingenheben says /s-ejective/ may be replaced by /t-ejecti ve/. 

045 62 $A Sumner finds a voiced Ch-voice3 instead of thl before vowels. Not mentioned by other sources. 

045 63 $A Leslau (p. 6) treats the diphthong [yod/e] as a free variant of /e/. Sumner represents the 
same phoneme as basically a diphthong. 

045 64 $A Both Klingenheben and Sumner (p. 66) note the variation of lei and tepsilon). 

045 65 $A Both Klingenheben and Sumner (p. 66) note a more open variant of /i-bar/. They also Indicate 
other variants, but do not agree on them. Ischwal is the only variant coded here. 

045 66 $A Both Klingenheben and Sumner (p. 66) agree on the variation of to] and lo-open3 . 

045 67 $A Leslau indicates optional diphthongization of /o/ to Ew/o3 which seems to parallel 
diphthongization of /e/. 



